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In honor of the dedicated police service of retired 
Police Chief Bill White,  

Mayor Groesser proclaimed Independence Day, 2009  
William D. White Day 

Former Police Chief White was a Vietnam Helicopter Pilot 
before serving 35 years with the Ralston Police Department, 
where he was awarded the Purple Heart for Law Enfor cement 
from the American Police Hall of Fame for being shot in 1975, 
while in the line of duty.   
Chief White, thank you for your sacrifices and commi tment to 
the city and residents of Ralston Nebraska, you are a brilliant 
man and have made a difference in many lives! 
 

Newly Appointed Police Chief, Ron Murtaugh 
Deputy Police Chief Ron Murtaugh was appointed Rals ton’s 
new Police Chief.  The former Command Sergeant Major with 
the U.S. Army has served 11 of his 22 years of law 
enforcement in Ralston.  We look forward to his achievements. 

I N D E P E N D E N C E    
C O N N E C T I O N 

Hello!   A great summer has past and fall’s arrived with c hill and beautiful leaf colors.   
 

Ralston had another great year with increased development, winning ball teams, and live 
music in Independence Square.  We had a good turnout for our Tribute to the Fallen Heroes 
and families .  Ralston residents are wonderful for supporting o ur city and presenting great 
respect for our country.  We still have some wonder ful events coming up in Independence 
Square before the end of the year.  A Chili Cook Off in October, Cash for Candy in Oct/Nov, 
where we encourage you to cash in your extra Hallow een candy to send to the troops in 
Iraq.  The last Sunday in November, Santa Claus comes to Ralston, along with horse carriage 
rides, a reindeer display, and the Fire Department’ s chili feed.  I like to close downtown 
streets at least once a month for families to gather.  It’s something very special Ralston offers. 
 

I thank each and every one of you for keeping Ralston a fantastic place to call home.  Deb 
and I wish you all a wonderful holiday season.  Sincerely, Mayor Don   
 

M INDFUL INSIGHTS FROM OUR MAYOR  
 

Newsletter Editor, Donna Roberts 

Winter 2009 

 

 

 Ralston Nebraska ~ Independence City 

Ralston Government Officials  
 

Mayor - Donald A. Groesser 
 

Council Persons: 
Ward 1 – Maureen Konwinski 
Ward 2 – Mike Gillespie 
Ward 3 – Craig Alberhasky 
Ward 4 – Jerry Krause, President 
Ward 5 – Rich Onken 
Ward 6 – Ben Preis 
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Frank & Velma 
Johnson 

Archives Museum
5615 Woodlawn Ave. 

 

You are invited to a free 
HOLIDAY MAGIC 

OPEN HOUSE   
Sunday, Nov. 29th 1 – 3p 
LaDonna Johnson and 
her music students will 

present a Christmas 
Program at 2 PM. 

 
RALSTON HISTORY IS 
NEEDED – If you have 
old pictures, newspaper 
articles or other Ralston 
items, the Archives 
would scan pictures and 
copy articles so you can 
keep the originals.  
 
WE NEED INFORMATION  

regarding a Porta-
Camper with a blue and 
white logo on the sides, 

made by Holiday 
Industries, Inc., 77th & 
Burlington in the ’60’s  

& 
6X6 amphibious vehicle 

called  “Crocodile”   
made by Sensation 
Manufacturing Co. 

If you have info about 
either, please call  

City Hall, 331-6677 or 
Jan Gorman, 331-1657.  

  
V ISITS /TOURS:  Call Jan 
Gorman 331-1657, 
Lauralee Grabe 331-6032 
or Mary Lou, 331-6746  
 

NEED A GIFT IDEA ? 
 

* Collectible Ralstoy 
Truck from Ralston’s 
90th Anniversary, $10. 

 

* Alice Shooter’s book, 
Early History of 

Ralston, 1865 – 1950, $2 
 

* Archives House  as 
Christmas Tree 
Ornament, $5. 

 

As the seasons change and the holiday season quickly approaches,  
members of the police department want to extend some friendly reminders to insure 

your holidays and the winter months are safe and enjoyable. 
 

During this time of year, officers see an increase in thefts.  Most of these thefts are a result of 
opportunity.   We ask that you not leave your valuables in plain view, i.e. purses, laptop 
computers, packages, etc.  It only takes seconds to gain entry and remove the items.  We 
also encourage wrapping empty boxes and putting the m under the tree, while placing the 
actual gifts in another location.  In the event that a residence is broken into, loss will be 
minimal.  Lowering opportunity lowers risk, and the  likelihood of being a victim. 
 

Please document serial numbers of items of value.  We have located items years later that 
were entered in the national computer because the owner took a few minutes to document. 
We also want to remind people to  be diligent when shoveling their sidewalks after a snow.  

Many people utilize our sidewalks and their safety should be everyone’s concern. 
 

The police department has applied for additional gr ant funding through January 1 st.  The 
grant funding will be used for two main purposes:  seat belt enforcement and drinking & 
driving enforcement.  Further grant funding has been received to target underage drinking, 
emphasis on those providing alcohol for minors .  The Ralston Police Department is 
committed to the “ No Free Ride, if you provide”.   This initiative focuses on a zero tolerance 
to those who provide alcohol. 

Police Department Office is open Mon – Fri 8 AM – 4:30 PM  
& the first Saturday of each month, 8 a.m. to noon.  Chief Murtaugh 7400 Main St. 

Your Chamber works diligently to 
enhance, energize, and expand 
the Ralston economy for the benefit of 
businesses and our community. 
 

We’re proud to say the Chamber is 
celebrating its 50th year in 2010!  We thank 
the visionaries who started our Chamber .  

We appreciate the Members, Board of 
Directors, & volunteers who have kept it 

going and growing over the years.   
We have become the  

“Chamber of Opportunity”  
as we strive to help businesses, schools, 
and the community prosper and thrive. 

 

October 20th Chamber Luncheon, catered 
by Applewood Hy- Vee for $12.  
Hear Trev Alberts, UNO Athletic Director 
at Trinity Ralston Community Center, 8009 
Q St. Network 11:30 a.m; lunch/program 
noon – 1p.m.  Please RSVP 339-7737, 
lwhitver@cityofralston.com  or online 
www.ralstonareachamber.org    
 

 Tues., Nov. 17th Luncheon is at Anthony’s 
Restaurant, 72nd & F St. with R.H.S. Alum 
& KFAB Talk Show Host, Scott Voorhees   
at 11:30, with the $12 lunch/program, 
noon – 1 p.m.  Please RSVP. 

RALSTON AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
Proudly serving our community since 1960 

SLOW DOWN FOR THE RALSTON POLICE DEPARTMENT  

Independence Connection

Everyone is invited November 19 th to the
Chamber’s Annual Awards Banquet & 
Auction.  Doors at Anthony’s Restaurant, 
72nd & F St. open at 5:30 p.m. Dinner at 7 
p.m.  We honor Citizen of the Year, Business, 
& Business Person of the Year, in addition to 
awarding $1,000 scholarships to four Ralston 
High School Seniors.  It’s a festive night,
including silent & oral auctions.  For more 
information, www.ralstonareachamber.org   

 

Its Holiday Magic  time again in downtown 
Ralston!  Sunday following Thanksgiving, 

November 29th at 4 p.m. Santa arrives at the 
Gazebo on a fire truck for the tree lighting!  
Have hot chocolate, popcorn, and cookies 
as children line-up to tell Santa what they 
want for Christmas.  It’s great family fun!  

 

For Chamber luncheons, activities, events, 
and to find services & products,  

visit: www.ralstonareachamber.org  
 

Our Chamber Members support our 
community.  Please shop, and use the 
services of Ralston Area Chamber of 

Commerce Members first!  Thank you! 
 

We’re proud to be part of and  
Contribute to this wonderful community!   

Marlene Hansen, Chamber President 



Annual Book Sale:    Thank You to the Friends of the Baright Public Library and the Library Foundation for 
sponsoring the book sale Oct 9-10th.  Dee Van Driest & Cindy Sadowski organized and pl anned the sale along 
with the help of kind volunteers.  An Enormous Than k You to the volunteers who sorted and sold books, and 
to those who donated books throughout the year!  Watch for the 2010 summer paperback sale! 
 

Picturing America : The Baright Public Library was awarded a grant through the Nati onal Endowment for the 
Humanities and the American Library Association cal led "Picturing America."  Through this grant, the library 
received 40 reproductions of selected American artwork, showcasing our nation's heritage.  Displays of the 
artwork will be rotated near the library's YA (Youn g Adult) section throughout the school year, as Contests 
will be held.  Melanie Feyerherm, Teen Librarian, i s coordinating the displays. 
  

Teen Read Week is October 18-24.  Libraries across the nation will be celebrating wi th the theme of "Read 
Beyond Reality."  Teens voted online for their favorite books of 2009, and the winner will be announced 
during Teen Read Week on the YALSA Web site at ala.org/teenstopten . As part of the event, the Baright 
Public Library and the Ralston High School Library' s Lunch Bunch group will be participating in a T-Sh irt 
Design Contest, where the winning T-shirt design wi ll be made into the Lunch Bunch's group T-shirt.  
Details on how high school students can participate are coming soon!   

Website: ralstonlibrary.org  or contact Melanie, mfeyerherm@cityofralston.com 
 

Lunch & Learn: Third Wednesdays at noon in the meeting room.  Bring  your lunch, we’ll provide beverages 
& dessert.  October 21, Kris Bockerman from A Fabulous You will provide tips for eating for your personal 
genetic body type.  November 18th, Cindy Brison from the UNL Extension Office  will show how to use herbs 
effectively; whether to snip, cut, or chop herbs; or to use fresh or dried herbs to benefit from their  
antioxidants.  January 20, a speaker from Lauritzen Gardens will bring the gardens to us!   
 

Bi-lingual Café:  Practice your conversation skills in English & oth er languages Sunday afternoons with 
Yolanda.  To celebrate Hispanic Heritage Month, a film will be shown in the meeting room October 18.   
  

Holiday Magic at the Baright Library on November 29:   Come to the Library for Surprises! 
 

Build a Gingerbread House, Saturday, December 12 th.  Register children ages 5 - 11 for this tasty holiday 
tradition!  Children under age of 9 must be accompanied by an adult.  Times are 10 am, noon, & 2 pm.   
Thank you to the Baright Library Foundation for fun ding this program. 
 

Words on the Winter Wind:   The annual poetry reading sponsored by the Cultural  Arts Task Force will be 
Saturday, January 9, at 7 pm.  Hear your favorite local poets read by the fireplace. 
 

Display Cabinets:  Share your collection by putting your items on dis play in the Library’s two locked cases 
near the entrance.  Currently on display are crafts, crochet, and cultural items.  Call Sharon, 331-7636. 

Library Closing Dates: 
October 29: Closed for library conference.  Early closing, November 25 at 5 pm.  

Closed November 26 and 27.  Closed December 24 & 25. 
Early closing, December 31 at 2 pm. Closed January 1, 2010. 

Computer Classes are generally offered Monday, Tuesday, & Thursday.  Please call to verify.  
Classes in English & Spanish:  Basic Computer & Internet Skills, Using the Internet Wisely, Word Processing.  
Classes offered only in English: Excel Spreadsheets 

Story Times for Pre-school & Toddlers begin in February.  Call 331-7636 to register in January. 
 

DO-IT-YOURSELF (DIY) DATABASES:   Use your library card to access databases to find information about 
your favorite books, businesses, or take practice tests.  The library has three DIY databases: 
Hobbies & Crafts Reference Center allows users to explore crafts, hobbies, & leisure activities.   
 

Home Improvement Reference Center for home do-it-yourselfers.  How to complete simple  home 
improvement projects, perform basic plumbing and el ectrical repairs, or launch a woodworking project.   
 

Auto Repair Reference Center (ARRC) is based on the popular Chilton’s Repair & Tune Up Guides, ARRC users 
can find basic repair information on most domestic and imported vehicles manufactured in the last 30 y ears. 
 

Online or in person, the Baright Library always has  something for you.  If you’d like to be more involved, are 
public-minded, and think globally, you might like t o apply to serve on the Library Board .  Board members 

are appointed by the Mayor and City Council to a fo ur-year term.  For information, contact Francine Canfield, 
fcanfield@cityofralston.com, 331-7636,  www.cityofralston.com, or pick up an application form at City Hall.  

Library Director, Francine Canfield, 5555 S 77th St. 
 

CHECK IT OUT AT THE BARIGHT PUBLIC LIBRARY 
 

www.cityofralston.com  

S
pecial S

ervices B
us for elderly &

 handicap residents in 
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ista, 657-3550 

 



Election Day Soup & Pie Meal 
   

United Methodist Women of Trinity United Methodist Church, 
8009 Q St., Ralston, will serve an  

 

Annual Election Day Soup & Pie Meal,  
Tuesday, November 3 rd, 11 a.m. - 7 p.m. 

 

A bowl of freshly-made chicken noodle soup or home - made 
chili, crackers, raw veggies, a piece of pie, & a drink, $6 

Children’s tickets are $2.75. 
 

Craft bazaar too!  Proceeds support UMW’s mission projects: 
Epworth Village, UMCC/Wesley House, Ronald McDonald 

House, Habitat for Humanity, & other projects. 

  
Yard Waste 
Collection 

 

Ø  Grass Clippings & 
Leaves Only 

Ø  Mark cans with 
“ Y.W.”, No Barrels 

Ø  Bundles less than 
4’ in length & 2’ in 
diameter 

Ø  Place items in 
normal pick-up 
location by 6:00 am 

 

Yard Waste is picked 
up through November  

Christmas Tree 
Recycling, 

December 24 
through 

January 10, 2010  
In Orval-Smith  

Parking Lot  

We’re on the Web! 
 

Visit us: 
http://www.cityofralston.com  

 

Ralston City Hall 
5500 South 77th Street 
Ralston Nebraska 68127 
 
402 331 6677 
 

 

Sidewalks; Kept Clean   
Municipal Code Chapter 8, Article 201 

It is unlawful to allow snow, 
sleet, mud, or ice to remain 
on sidewalk.  Sidewalks 
need to be cleaned within 
five hours after a storm, or 
before 8:30 A.M.   
This is a condensed version the 
ordinance.  Its entirety is available 
at Ralston City Hall. 

 


