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From the Chief’s Desk… 
Kyle Ienn 
 
2008 seems to be going by so fast!  Summer is right 
around the corner so please watch your driving as 
kids will soon be playing outside. 
 
A big welcome back to Joe Eischeid for coming out 
of retirement and taking on active duty and the role 
of Assistant Chief.  We welcome the experience that 
Joe has to offer the department! 
 
Things have been busy around the department with 
different projects going on.  Please know what com-
mittees you are on and what is expected of you.  Eve-
ryone must work as a team to get things accom-
plished. 
 
Neighborhoods are starting to request fire trucks for 
their block parties so sign up when you’re available.  
Watch the safe door for sign up sheets for various 
functions. 
 
The Explorers are starting to get more active within 
the department so take time to meet the youth and 
help them whenever you can.  The Explorer program 
is a very important part of Ralston Fire….they are the 
future leaders. 
 
Always remember to buckle up on calls…everyone in 
the trucks MUST be buckled at all times.  Be smart 
and be safe! 
 
My door is always open and I welcome your  
comments or suggestions.  I make a point to be in the 
office on Wednesday and Thursday mornings.   
Stop in and say hi. 
 
Kyle 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 To RVFD Member Kristin Stillwagon on the  
recent death of her grandfather.  Please keep 
Kristin and her family in your prayers. 
 
 
Mark Your Calendar!!  
 

Upcoming Events! 
Fire School May 16-18 
Iowa Memorial June 22 
Independence Celebration July 4 
LODD Class Aug 8-9 
RVFD Annual Picnic-Aug (date to be determined) 
 
 
Congrats to the following RVFD Members for  
furthering their career in the fire service! Good Luck! 
Aaron Anderson-Hastings  
Ben Bolte-Papillion  
Chase Carson-Ottumwa  
Paul Ishii-Hastings  
Will Linger-Papillion  
  
 
Training Department  
Training Captain Ben Bolte 
We had a house burn on April 13th.  LaVista Fire 
and Omaha Fire attended as well.  The day was 
long but it was a success with some very good 
training for some of our newer members.  We 
had over 40 firefighters attend.  Thanks to 
Omaha Fire for allowing us to burn in their  
district. 
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Mike Bohnenkamp 
Wade Gilmer 

Mike O’Hanlon 
Brian Saathoff 
Kirk Schuster 

Mike Sorensen 
Neil Thompson 
Brad Utterback 

Happy Birthday to you………….  
April 6th  Steve Zadina 

April 11th  Kevin Kinney 
April 14th  Roger Hansen 
April 15th  Carrie Wagner 
April 16th  Brad Philippi 
April 19th Brian Saathoff 

May 4th Ben Bolte 
May 15th Ryan McShane 
May 20th Jim Morrison 
May 21st Mark Smith 

May 21st Kirk Schuster 
May 24th Drew Lange 

 
Administrative Assistant 
Christine Ienn 
Next newsletter will be available online in June at 
www.cityofralston.com/fire 
If you wish to receive the newsletter by mail please 
e-mail me and let me know.  
rvfd.adm.assistant@cox.net 

 
 
 

FIREFIGHTER SPOTLIGHT 
Name: Benjamin L. Bolte 
Yrs of service: 4 
Positions held: Captain 
How & why did you get involved with RVFD: My 
grandfather became a member in 1963 and was 
going on calls until 2003.  My father joined in 
1976 and retired in the mid 1990’s but is still 
going on runs with RVFD.  When I turned 19 I 
became a member. 
Most exciting or memorable call: Fighting my 
first house fire in 2004. 
Best advice for any new members: Keep out of 
trouble, learn as much about the fire service as 
you can.  Know how to take a joke and have fun 
with it. 

 

 
RVFD Officers  
Chief  Kyle � enn 

Asst. Chief  Joe Eischeid 
Training Chief  Brad Philippi 
Rescue Chief  Kevin Kinney 

Fire Capt.  Tim Jepsen 
Training Capt.  Ben Bolte 
Rescue Capt.  VACANT 

 
Board of Directors  

Derek Ahl 
Keith Kettelhut 

Tom Negley 
Brad Philippi 
Doug Trede 

Advisor:  Kyle � enn 
 

Administrative Assistant 
Christine � enn 

 
GOT NEWS???? 
Contact Christine 

331-5369 
 

2008 Annual Dinner Highlights 
2007 Award Winners 

Top Responders-Chase Carson & Carrie Wagner 
EMT Of The Year-Carrie Wagner 
Firefighter Of The Year-Paul Ishii 
Rookie Of The Year-Josh Giustra 

Public Safety Award-Carrie Wagner 
Public Safety Award-Ralston Vol. Fire Dept. 

 
Paul, Chase, Carrie & Josh 


